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spirit the compact with the Asiatic communities, I will be pleased to
return the documents.
Till then I propose to keep them myself.
I am,
Tours faithfully,
IMAM A. K. BAWAZEER
CHAIRMAN,
HAMIDIA ISLAMIC SOCIETY
Indian Opinion, 30-5-1908
150.   LETTER TO M. CHAMNET*
[JOHANNESBURG,]
May 26, 1908
M. CHAMNEY, ESQ,.
COLONIAL OFFICE
PRETORIA
DEAR SIR,
I understand from Mr. Gandhi that it is the intention of the
Government not to carry out the contract come to with the Asiatic
communities. I am fully aware of the contents of the letter signed by
me in conjunction with Messrs Gandhi and Naidoo, and it was explain-
ed sufficiently that the .Act was never to apply to those who registered
themselves voluntarily. The only reason we accepted the compromise
was in order to bring about the repeal of the Asiatic Act, and of that
I and my fellow-prisoners were sure, because we were sure of the
honesty of the community to which I have the honour to belong and,
therefore, also that voluntary registration would be gladly accepted by
the people.
I have now to ask you to be kind enough to return my voluntary
application form as also other documents in your possession; and, should
the Government ever intend to carry out the compact come to with the
Asiatic communities through General Smuts, I shall be pleased to return
the documents. I have read Mr. Gandhi's letter addressed to you, and
I associate myself entirely with the sentiments expressed therein.
/ am.
Tours faithfully 9
LEUNG QUINN
CHAIRMAN,
TRANSVAAL CHINESE ASSOCIATION
Indian Opinion, 30-5-1908
1 An identical letter, also presumably drafted by Gandhiji, was sent on the same
day to Chamney by Naidoo,